protection is in place, they will come back? In Palau, one aggregation that was possibly fished
out was subsequently protected and shows signs of recovery, although too little is known of its
natural, pre-fished, state to be able to evaluate the significance of the changes taking place. It is
very tempting to focus just on aggregations that still appear to be in good condition but, given the
very likely connectivity between reefs and possibly between aggregations, it is also important to
consider the need to restore seriously depleted or even extirpated aggregations as part of the
bigger picture. Therefore, the monitoring of extirpated sites is useful and important, especially in
areas where the populations of aggregating species appear to be depleted and where aggregations
were once substantial. It might seem like a futile exercise (the authors have all been through it
many times), but the importance in the medium to long term might be great.

VIIL. F. Concluding Comments

If we really want to set up global long-term monitoring of aggregations, it is going to be
necessary to continue the "discovery component" of aggregation work at as fast a rate as possible.
At present there are only a handful of sites that could even remotely be considered as adequately
quantified to serve as true long-term monitoring sites. We need to be establishing such sites now,
and many of the sites needed are not yet even known to scientists or managers. The sites that are
known need to be studied and quantified in more, and in sufficient, detail, one of the major
reasons we have gone to the trouble of writing this manual.
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